Muslim Myths

Answer the following questions, click save as and save it as a Word document.  Add it to your Terrorism tab as a file widget.  

Background
Before you can debunk stereotypes, you need to be clear about what they are. In this section, you will define the term, identify some stereotypes and discuss what makes stereotypes harmful.

1. How do you define stereotype? A stereotype is a common belief about types of individuals or ways of doing things that may not be accurate.
2. Provide two examples of a stereotype: 1.) tall people play basketball. 2.) All Muslims are terrorists.
Activities

1. Identify one stereotype that you have experienced because you are a student. For example, do people sometimes make assumptions about you based on your age or on the school you attend?  My school 
2. What is wrong about those assumptions? A lot of people say that school is bad and kids are not nice
3. Generalize from your discussion by answering the question: What makes stereotypes destructive? There is different groups in school to fit in to be there friends 
explore Debunking Misconceptions About Muslims and Islam. (right click to open the hyperlink and view the misconceptions).  

1. Have you heard this stereotype before? no
2. Did you believe it?  no
Part 2: Beliefs
Background
One way to dispel stereotypes is to understand that there are variations within any group. You may, for example, know about differences within some religions. In Christianity, some Catholic practices differ from some Protestant practices, for example. Some Orthodox Jewish practices differ from some Reform Jewish practices. The same is true of Muslims. Within the American Muslim community—about 2.5 million people—there are subgroups defined by their different approaches to their faith. Sunni Muslims, for example, believe that the first four caliphs, or leaders, of the religion are Muhammad’s successors. The majority of the world’s Muslims are Sunni. Shiites, on the other hand, reject the first three caliphs and believe that Ali was Muhammad’s successor.

Activities
The two graphs you will study in this activity provide information about differences of belief and religious commitment within the U.S. Muslim population. Both are based on data published in 2007. Look at Graph 1: U.S. Muslims’ Beliefs (right click to open the hyperlink) and answer the questions that follow.  Save as Word Document entitled “Muslim Myths” under your terrorism tab.
Understanding 

1. To be sure you are reading the data correctly, answer the following questions: 

a. To which branch of Islam do most U.S. Muslims belong? Native Born Sunni 

b. Which is the second most numerous group of U.S. Muslims? Foreign Born Sunni
analyzing 

2. Now think about what the data means. 
 

a. Hypothesize about why there might be such a high proportion of “other” Muslims in the United States. Because there are more people

b. How does knowing that there are different branches within Islam affect your understanding of the faith? Of U.S. Muslims? People have different opinion then other people and I don’t really know 


2. Look at Graph 2: Religious Commitment Among U.S. Muslims and answer the questions (save as above).

Understanding

1. To be sure you are reading the data correctly, answer the following questions:

a. The majority of American Muslims describe themselves as having a level of religious commitment.

b. Within which commitment level is the percentage of foreign-born Muslims higher than the percentage of native-born Muslims? Medium 
Analyzing

2. Now think about what the data means.

a. Hypothesize about why it is that in one branch there is a larger percentage of foreign-born Muslims? I guess there were more votes on that
than native-born Muslims.

b. How does knowing that there are different degrees of religious commitment among Muslims affect your understanding of the faith? Of U.S. Muslims? I don’t know
3. When you have finished working with both graphs, write one or two sentences about what you have learned from them and how knowing that information affects any stereotypes you had about Islam and U.S. Muslims. 
Part 3: The U.S. Muslim Population
Background
Just as there are similarities and differences within the U.S. Muslim population, there are similarities and differences between the U.S. Muslim population and the U.S. population as a whole. Just as learning about the differences within the Muslim population can help dispel stereotypes, learning about the similarities and differences between Muslim Americans and the general U.S. population can help dispel stereotypes.

Activities
1. The table U.S. Muslims and the Larger U.S. Population provides data that compare the two groups. Look at the table and answer the questions that follow (save as above).

Understanding

1. To be sure you are reading the data correctly, answer the following questions:

a. How does the male/female ratio among U.S. Muslims compare to the male/female ratio in the larger U.S. population? There is not really any different about graph 
b. How does the age breakdown among U.S. Muslims differ from that of the general population? I don’t know how to answer this 
c. How does the education status of U.S. Muslims compare to that of the general population? I don’t know how to answer this

d. How do the household incomes of U.S. Muslims compare to those of the general population? I don’t know how to answer this

Analyzing

2. Now think about what the data means.

a. In what area do you see the biggest differences between the U.S. Muslim population and the larger U.S. population? Hypothesize: Why might that difference exist? I don’t know how to answer this

b. Write a sentence that summarizes the data comparing the U.S. Muslim population to the larger U.S. population. they are both very different 
c. How does knowing this information affect your understanding of American Muslims? I don’t know how to answer this
2. When you have finished working with the table, discuss as a class what you now know about U.S. Muslims that you didn’t know before, and how knowing that information affects stereotypes you had about Islam and U.S. Muslims.

