History of Egypt

Pharaoh Menes united the two kingdoms of Upper & Lower Egypt, starting what came to be known as the Ancient Empire (3200-2270 BC). Lower Egypt is roughly the broad delta of the river, where it separates into many branches before flowing into the Mediterranean. Upper Egypt is the long main channel of the river itself, possibly as far upstream as boats can reach to the first waterfall. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]The Nile river was the unifying force in Egyptian history. The Nile was used to transport Egypts wealth and to ship stone blocks used for the great monumental structures called the Pyramids. The huge stoneblocks were taken from the southern parts of the Nile river so they had to be shipped with boats up north where the early pyramids were built. Egypt was isolated from other lands and the narrow Nile valley restricted movement into and out of Egypt. The desert surrounding Egypt was a great natural defensive system.
